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Told By a Shepherd eA 


NM 
s ) 
/ 
| 
s 
A holy child sleeps in the manger tonight Sh 
in Bethlehem; ) 
Be up and away. The angels have counted us KS 
worthy \ 
To hear the heavenly chorus. A 
Such music! and I had expected to hear those strains ) 
Only when wafted away from these hillsides KS 
forever. ) 
But, hark! the glad music continues. Va 
NS 
Look, the starlight adorns their snowy white ) 
garments with glory A 
Akin to the dewdrops of nightfall transposed Fl 
by the morning / 
When sunbeams come courting their beauty. IS 
And why this strange bliss that is suddenly my 
gripping my being SA 
As if each desire of a lifetime were realized / 
this moment? =, 
I fancy my feet winged for flying. mA 
ke 
A moment ago I was wearily dragging the rounds %) 
of these hillsides, rs 
But now I can travel for miles as I sing with (> 
the angels NN 
Of peace and good will that Christ brings us. 
The prophet declares Him the Prince of God’s me 
Peace, and forever 
He reigns on the great throne of David. The NN 
Bright Star of Jacob e| 
Appears with the sight of the angels. me 
N 
Say, we must be nearing the city. His presence i) 
grows stronger already. a 
And here we are over the manger where Christus Ke 
is sleeping. 
Adore Him. Now hasten, proclaim Him. ie 
‘Unto us a child is born, unto us 2 son i 
is given; KS 
His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, y 
the Mighty God, wy 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” / 
—Selected. Ko 
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Tez birth of Jesus Christ was one of 
the greatest events in history. His com- 
ing as a babe meant that One who was 
interested and sent by God had come to 
brighten the world and save all who 
would accept Him. 

When we speak of His birth we do 
not mean that He was not in existence 
before this time, for He was. He was 
one with the Father from the beginning, 
and was “the Word made flesh.” The 
sacred writer tells us that His entrance 
into this world was not to condemn but 
to save. 

The prophet of old declared, “Unto 
us a Son is given,” that His name is 
WONDERFUL, and that He is a 
COUNSELLOR, the EVERLASTING 
FATHER, the PRINCE OF PEACE. 
Many of us know Him as such and 
we can truly say that He has 
helped us in many trying circum- 
stances. When we did not know 
which way to go or what to do He 
stepped on the scene and gave 
such counsel and advice that fur- 
nished us the help needed at that 
time. His counsel was above any 
which could be given. 


We are further told that the 
government is upon His shoul- 
ders, which means that He is a 
wise ruler and that His govern- 
ment is without fault; at the 
time He reigns and rules there 
will be perfect order in His king- 
dom, and though the world has had 
great rulers and mighty kingdoms, yet 
none to compare with the one He will 
set up and govern. Well may we pray 
“Thy kingdom come.” 

Then, we notice that the prophet also 
speaks of Him as “a great light,” that 
the people who walked in darkness had 
seen a great. light, and they that dwelt 
in the land of the shadow of death, upon 
them hath the light shined. The prophet 
also goes on to tell us that He is able to 
break the yoke of the burden of the 
people. It seems to us that nothing more 
wonderful could have been given us by 
God than such a Savior. 

When we give deep thought to His 
birth and the circumstances connected 
with it, we cannot but feel and realize 
that it was all planned by an allwise and 
omnipotent God and we should not for- 
get that He, in mercy, remembered a 
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ing shadows. 


& P Boehmer, Gen- Sec. 


world that at that time had drifted into 
formalism and forgetfulness of their 
God. While that was true, there were 
some truly devout people who were ex- 
pecting the Deliverer to make His ap- 
pearance and solve the existing condi- 
tion of the human family. 

The world at large now needs the One 
who was at one time a babe born in 
Bethlehem, who came to save the people 
at that time time. He is still the same 
Savior. 

We should not forget that the angels 
played a wonderful part in connection 
with His birth. We are told that after 
Mary had been espoused to a man whose 
name was Joseph, who was of the house 


“When they saw the star, they rejoiced with ex- 
ceeding great joy,” Matt. 2:10. 


To many ears Christmas bells are set to a minor 
key. Their note is melancholy. They awaken painful 
memories. Since last year’s happy reunion, desolation 
has come. Death has claimed our treasures ....A 
hundred things just at this time remind us of our loss, 
and open again the wounds of our sorrow. These are 
Christmas shadows. But let us not dwell in bitterness 
upon our losses. . 
those scalding tears. Look up! Drive out the lengthen- 
There is an earth side and there is a 
heaven side. “The things which are seen are temporal, 
but the things which are not seen are eternal.’’ Make 
this Christmas time forever 
that day you place thought, will, affection, and life 
upon the heaven side.—J. F. Berry, D. D. 


. . Be patient. Be trustful. 


memorable, 


of David, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
inform Mary (who was highly favored 
of the Lord) that she was to be the 
mother of the Savior of the world. At 
this saying she was troubled and pon- 
dered in her mind what this should 
mean. Truly there is something about 
the voice of the Lord or the voice of an- 
gels which tends toward humility and 
sets the human minds to thinking. And 
while she was meditating deeply and pon- 
dering in her mind what this meant, the 
wonderful announcement was made to 
her that she was favored of God to 
bring into the world Christ the Savior, 
the One who was to save His people 
from their sins. No wonder she felt like 
magnifying the Lord and rejoicing in 
God her Savior because the long-looked- 
for Redeemer was shortly to be born, 
Not only was Mary troubled in her 
mind but the one to whom she was es- 


Dry the cattle 


because on 





poused was troubled also. It seems that 
(although he was a just man) he could 
not understand the annunciation of the 
angel to his espoused wife, Mary, and had 
fully intended not to make his wife a 
public example but put her away privily, 
yet again while he was thinking (and 
that is the time the Lord speaks to us) 

the Lord’s angel came to him and 


gave him further instructions, 


We think now about Christ’s 
birth and the place the Lord chose 
for Him to be born, In a stable— 
a place one would least expect 
such a wonderful person to be 
born—He made His appearance. 
We have a right to believe that 
were near by when 
His mother, Mary, gave Him to 
the world. Then, think of the 
shepherds who had _ heard the 
wonderful announdement made 
by the angels while they were on 
duty, and had been told by them 
(the angels) that He who had 
been prophesied of by men of old had 
now actually come into the world in the 
form of a babe. Making their way to 
that little town they entered the humble 
place and found the Savior wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in the manger. 
This was beyond the comprehension of 
many who lived at that time, neverthe- 
less they are glorious facts. 

The wise men also learned about Him 
and were divinely guided by a star to the 
place where He was and they, too, wor- 
shipped Him. This should be our atti- 
tude as we are nearing the time when 
we commemorate His birth, and the song 
the angels sang about “giving glory to 
God in the highest” should be the song 
of our hearts. With those who magnify 
the Lord for this unspeakable gift we, 
too, should join them because this Son 
Was given unto us and He is the only 
(Continued on page 16) 
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Luxe 2:12, “And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall 
find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, |ying in a manger.” 


The greatest messages that have ever been given to mankind 
have been silent messages, those which were acted out, or 
dramatized on the stage of action, where the message conveyed 
was by sight rather than by hearing. Over and over a story 
may be told but after all the mind longs to see that story ful- 
filled. And so it was with the predictions which had been made 
through the many years of God’s dealings with mankind. Dur- 
ing the life of Adam‘a promise was made of the Messiah. Twice 
about the time of the call of Abraham a prediction had also 
been made of the coming of the Messiah. During the Exodus 
from Egypt there was again a star of hope predicting a de- 
liverer. After the establishment of the kingdom of Israel and 
before the captivity of Israel in 587 B. C. there were twenty 
such stars of hope that had been given to Israel. After the cap- 
tivity before the Maccabean period God again spoke to Israel 
and gave the prophecy of the coming Messiah to Haggai, Zecha- 
riah and Malachi, as many as eight times. Israel had long looked 
for a message that had been given over and over again to be ful- 
filled, but little did they think this message would be ful- 
filled in a message. This, however, is a true characteristic of 
God’s dealings with man. When Israel needed a nea from 
God the Lord spoke to Jeremiah and said, Jer. 18: 2, “Arise, 
and go down to the potter’s house, and there I will cause thee 
to hear my words.” According to the story which Jeremiah 
himself tells, he went to the potter’s house to get the message 
from the Lord and there, instead of hearing with his ears, he 
saw and interpreted the message from that which was por- 
trayed before his eyes. The message was different; it was 
unique but it served the purpose and helped Jeremiah to put 
over that which God wished to convey to Israel through him. 
So it is with the message of the manger. 





Silent night! holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and Child! holy Infant 
so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 


Sad 


I remember seeing in the December 21, 1940, issue of the 
Gospel Herald a picture of an inn. Written across the 
door was NO ROOM FOR JESUS. A large sign hanging fiom 
the corner read: “The Inn of Wisdom and Wealth of this 
World.” On the left of the steps was a large jardiniere with 
the writing across it diagonally ‘Natural Reasoning.” On the 
other side was a jardiniere with the sign “Human Under- 
standing.” The thought cenveyed was, there is no room for 
Jesus in the inn of wisdom and wealth of this world or of 
human understanding and natural reasoning. It was in this 
kind of place that the Jews looked for a Mess.ah and for a mes- 
sage from a deliverer but it was not God’s plan that His mes- 
sage to a soul-starved nation should come that way; and 
so there was no room in the inn of dignified, cultured, world- 
ly wisdom, wealth and politics. The message has to be the 
humble message of the manger. 

But what is the message of the manger. It was and is a mes- 
sage of mystery. The masses could not eadertsad just how 
the whole thing could happen as it did, but it happened. “And 
she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger.” To understand 
why it happened that way from a natural reasoning standpoint 
would be impossible; but the manger was not the only mys- 
tery. We are told, “And without controversy great is the mys- 
tery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh.” Christ and 
Christianity are a mystery in this world. It has been said that 
to reduce Christ to the level of natural generation would be to 
reduce Christianity to the level of natural philosophy, and 
Christianity cannot be understood in terms of philosophy. The 
message of the manger is such a great mystery until it is un- 
derstood and adhered to only by faith, for faith takes hold of 
mysteries and faith understands the message of the manger. How 
that the Christ could be born of the virgin Mary is accepted 
and becomes part of the doctrine of the true Christian by faith, 
and this simple story can be believed even by the little child 
when it is based on simple faith. It becomes even the greater 
in the child’s eyes because the Babe of Bethlehem becomes the 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. The mystery becomes a great 
transforming miracle, which not only transformed the Babe 
born in poverty to the Prince of Glory, but transforms all of 
His subjects from the poverty of this world to heirs of heaven 
and immortality. 

The message of the manger is a message of peace and it 
certainly was not hard for those who were really looking for 
deliverance to listen in on a proclamation of peace. The shep- 
herds were a humble folk and their ears were ever listening, 
ready for something that would promise deliverance from the 
terrible galling yoke of Roman oppression. 

The miracle of the manger had offered such a deliverance 
for the proclamation in the song of the heavenly host was 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.” And such a song was the direct answer which 
came from the proclamation, “For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior which is Christ the Lord,” and 
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Silent night! holy night! Shepherds quake, at the 
sight! 

Glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts 
sing Alleluia. 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is 


born. 
puke 


all the peace and good will promised was based on the birth 
of the Savior. The proclamation of peace may come from a 
very humble beginning. It does not come through the higher 
courts, neither is genuine peace decided by diplomats, for the 
one real and lasting peace is that which is brought about by 
the advent of the Prince of Peace in the individual life, a 
peace which brings good will toward all men. 

The message of the manger is a message of melody. “Ye 
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host praising God.” The first Christmas carols 
were sung on the first Christmas night and were sung by the 
host of heaven. Though the message of the manger was a mes- 
sage primarily to men and His coming upon the stage of ac- 
tion timed for the benefit of fallen mankind, it was also a mes- 
sage which reacted on the heavenly host, which made the an- 
nunciation and caused great joy which brought spontaneous 
outbursts of praise and glory. Since the song was that of peace 
on earth and good will toward men, it is perfectly reasonable 
that the melody should be taken up by those to whom the 
message was conveyed and for whom the message provided 
salvation. 

The 20th verse of Luke 2 shows that there was such a con- 
tinuation. “And the shepherds returned, glorifying and prais- 
ing God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it 
was told unto them.” Through the years that have followed 
those who had become beneficiaries of the provision made in 
the message of the manger have carried on His praise through 
testimony and through making melody in songs and hymns. So 
great is the message that even children chime in with praise 
and glory, for as was spoken by the Psalmist David, Psa. 8:2, 
and fulfilled in Matt. 21:16, “Out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklings thou hast perfected praise.” Even though oppos- 
ers were envious and jealous, the message of the manger 
brought such a melody as to cause the children to cry, “Ho- 
sanna to the Son of David.” But why so much ado and so 
much noise from the children and from the adults over the 
acceptance of Christianity? Jesus Himself gave the answer 
on the occasion of the triumphal entry into Jerusalem. When 
the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice 
for all the mighty works they had seen, and sang peace in heav- 
en and glory in the highest, the Pharisees wanted them re- 
buked, but Jesus answered and said unto them, “I tell you that 
if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately 
cry out.” 

Perhaps one of the greatest of all messages contained in the 
message of the manger is the message of fellowship with God. 
In Isa. 7:14 and Matt. 1:23 we have these words, “Behold, a 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his 
name Emmanuel.” In its final fulfillment this scripture has 
always been held to refer to the Messiah. The name is applied to 
Christ by many of the early Christian writers and by modern 
writers on down to our day. Thus the message of the manger 
becomes the message of God with us. No greater message has 


by 
a = Simmons, Editor 
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ever been brought to man than that which has brought God 
down into the individual life, into a fellowship which could 
not have otherwise been brought. Jesus became the Son of man 
that He might fellowship man in his frailties. He knew pov- 
erty that He might sympathize with the poor. He became 
flesh that He might through the flesh condemn sin in the 
flesh. Thus He could not have helped man had He not been 
God, and thus we are able to sing, “Oh, the love that drew 
salvation’s plan; Oh, the love that brought it down to man,” 
for it was the love of God that brought the message of the 
manger, a message which provided fellowship between God and 
man. 


Finally, the message of the manger is the greatest of all mes- 
sages because it is a universal message and an eternal message. 
Listen to the words of the angel, “Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all peo- 
ple.” Then again to the words of the heavenly host, “Good will 
toward men.” No longer is there a segregating line between 
the Jew and the Gentile; no longer may nations and races be 
considered as the heathen, for through Christ all may have 
acceptance unto God the Father in a universal plan made for 
all men. How wonderful the all-inclusive thought, the all-in- 
clusive theme, the all-inclusive provision which is contained 
in the message of the manger! Paul says in Eph. 2:13, “But 
now in Christ Jesus ye who were sometimes afar off are made 
nigh by the blood of Christ.” The message of the manger is an 
eternal message because it provides an eternal salvation through 
an eternal Christ. Other events may be forgotten but the event 
of the coming of the Son of God as the Son of man lingers on 
and with every remembrance of the provision which He has 
made, we think of the words “Jesus Christ the same yester- 
day, today, and forever.” Even though in person He has de- 
parted from the earth, the influence which He left and the 
doctrine which He set up were eternal in their effects and 
will consummate only in an eternal redemption when He as 
King shall reign supremely and the message of all messages has 
finally been universally accepted and realized. This will be the 
fulfillment of the prayer that Jesus taught His disciples to 
pray: “Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.” His will of universal peace will be set ‘up, “for the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea.” Isa, 11:9. 
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_ has been steadily speeding onward and 
the great speedometer which registers the 
Christian era has thrown up and marked anoth- 
er year on its dial. We are entering the Christmas tide and it 
will only be a few days until crowds of religionists will be gath- 
ered to sing carols in commemoration of an event which took 
place more than nineteen centuries ago in a little town in the 
Orient. Again the children will sing, “O Little Town of Bethle- 
hem” and people’s minds will be drawn to that little town in 
the hills about five miles north of Jerusalem where so many 
great évents which go to make up 
the Bible narrative upon which our 
salvation is based took place, “O 
Little Town of Bethlehem,” and as 
we look back to delve into your his- 
tory, we find that you were first 
called ‘““Ephrath,” Gen. 35:19. This 
word has the meaning of “fruit- 
ful,” and indeed it was a fruitful 
town, not only because it produced 
that which was food for man’s 
body, but because it furnished that 
which was food for future thought, 
culture and faith, and finally gave 
birth to the Son of man _ who, 
through His life and ministry, made 
it possible for all of those who abide in Him to bear much fruit. 

The idyls of Ruth were laid in the fields surrounding the 
little town of Bethlehem, and it was in this immediate vicinity 
that David’s family lived, and that Samuel came to anoint him 
in the midst of his brethren to be the king over Israel. Accord- 
ing to history, about a hundred and twenty Bethlehemites re- 
turned to their city after the captivity, but its greatest event 
and that which overshadowed all others, was that prophesied 
by the prophet Micah 750 years before the birth of Christ, 
when he wrote, “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou 
be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall 
he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel.”” The word 
“Bethlehem” means literally “House of Bread,” and was possibly 
so named because of its fruitfulness, but nothing could be more 
appropriate than that He who was the Bread of Life should 
emanate from the House of Bread. In this light the little city 
of Bethlehem should shine forth with greater light today than 
ever before, for even though the town has become of little 
note or importance other than being the birthplace of Christ, 
that influence which has been shed forth through His life still 
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The House 
of Bread 


T. W. Godwin. 
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FIRST CHURCH OF GOD PREACHER IN TEXAS 


D ear Brother Simmons, twenty-five years ago 
some one passing through Thurber, a little town in 
west Texas, dropped the Church of God Evangel out 
of the train window. Brother George Asher, a miner 
at that time, picked it up and, after reading, decided 
he wanted to know about the Church of God which 
the paper was representing. He contacted headquar- 
ters at Cleveland, and very soon a minister was in his 
town praeching the Church of God message, thus the 
first church was organized in Texas. — Fraternally, 





lives to bless men and women everywhere and the words which 
He spake still produce spiritual food for those who would other- 
wise be spiritually famished. The spirit of Christianity still lives. 
Though it, like the town of Bethlehem, has gone through the 
flame, been cast into concentration camps, tied to the stake, 
fastened upon the grate, and, from all earthly observation, all 
but blotted out, it still survives to give spiritual life and com- 
fort to those in the wake of the floodtide and onslaught of evil. 

The horrors of war and the mandates of totalitarian govern- 
ment cannot kill the influence created by the event of Bethle- 
hem. As Christmas rolls around again, thousands of people in 
conquered Belgium, the Netherlands, benighted France, poor 
grief-stricken Norway, and even thousands of the Germans, 
will again think of the birth of Christ, memories of its solace 
in years gone by will be rekindled, the Scriptures will be pored 
over, the promises of dictators which have not been kept will 
loom up as a mighty goblin which even though greatly feared 
will be dispensed with for the words of peace spoken by the man 
who “spake as never yet man spake.” The bells of Bethlehem 
will continue to ring; the Star of Bethlehem will continue to 
shine; the Bread of the House of Bread will continue to satisfy 
the hunger of those who look for immortality and eternal life. 
The history of nations, of movements, of organi- 
zations and institutions is that which is often 
surveyed by us. We can know the past because 
all of the happenings of the past, which have been of any con- 
sequence, have been recorded and we have the records to which 
we can refer and upon which we can, to some degree of confi- 
dence, rely. But there is nothing which we can do about the 
past, no amendments may be offered for it, no straightening out 
of the crooked places, no elevations of its culture, and no im- 
provements upon its order. The die 
has been cast and the words which 
have been spoken and the acts 
which have been committed are as 
they are. They may serve only as a 
reminder that we may make the 
future better. The present is that 
time laid bare before each of us and 
all of the invitations which have 
been made to work and all of the 
suggestions for improvement are 
labeled for service now. It is only 
with this kind of a feeling that we 
shall be able to make the future 
better than the past. Just what is 
the future for civilization? What 
is the future for Christianity? What is the future for God’s 
Church? These are questions common among us and those 
which every day confront us and it may be that we should 
answer in this manner, “Today is the day of God’s opportunity 
to us.” Opportunities will present themselves today that will 
present themselves no more forever. Opportunities for Christi- 
anity are being extended. There are those happenings which 
seemingly mar the future—the shifting of foreigners from lead- 
ership over the churches of Japan, the crushing out of Chris- 
tianity in totalitarian countries, etc. But it seems that among 
the democracies there is a door more widely opened than ever 
before and the whole affair which looms up before us may be 
God’s way of giving His Church an open door for a great 
world-wide revival to surpass anything that the world has ever 
known in Christianity. Let the Church of God be wide awake 
and open for any eventuality, that we may work the work of 
Christ. 

Our doubts are traitors, and make us lose the good 
we oft might win, by fearing to attempt. 

—William Shakespeare. 


Facing the 
Future 
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A\NoTHER year has passed by. It 
hardly seems but yesterday when we 
paused in our rush to worship Him who, 
nineteen centuries ago, made His appear- 
ance in  Bethlehem’s manger. 
Thousands of anxious hearts have 
been waiting patiently for His 
return and another year has gone 
and He has not come back, yet 
we continue to look for Him who 
said, “If I go, I will come again.” 
And as this Christmas time ap- 
proaches again we are busy send- 
ing gifts, giving to our friends, 
to our loved ones; in fact, Christ- 
mas time brings to each of us the 
thought of giving. The wise men 
from afar brought the first gifts 
—gold, frankincense, and myrrh, 
and presented them to the lowly 
Child in Bethlehem’s manger. 
Gifts are given yet today motivated by 
different promptings and ideas, gifts of 
every description; then at last there is 
that forgotten one, there is that sorrow- 
ful heart. Think of those who did not 
receive anything. Everyone forgot them. 


The Apostle Paul was teaching the 
church at Corinth to give, and closes his 
message as recorded in 2 Cor. 9:16 with 
the language of our text: “Thanks be 
unto God for his unspeakable gift.” No 
other gift has ever been given that has 
cost as much as this one, nor has brought 
the joy that this gift has brought to all 
who know Him. The old familiar text, 
“For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life,” lets us know 
today that His love gives the best. No 
mind can think, no tongue can tell, no 
pen can write of the glories of the un- 
speakable gift of God. No wonder the 
angels sang at His birth. No wonder the 
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Ubapeshails 


2 Cor. 9:15 
“Thanks be unto 
God for his un- 
speakable gift.” 


wise men breasted the desert dangers and 
came to worship at the Holy Babe’s feet. 
Heaven had opened its treasures and giv- 
en the sin-cursed world the best it had. 
The Prophet Isaiah, in speaking of 
heaven’s gift to man, said, “For unto us 
a child is born, unto us a son is given.” 
We should notice that it is a born child 
but a given son, for incarnate in human 
flesh was divinity, the Son of God. 
Though the prophets had spoken of 
Him and it was known by the scribes 
and leaders of Israel that the promised 
Messiah was to come, yet how strange 


“I heard the bells on Christmas Day 
Their old familiar carols play, 

And wild and sweet the words repeat 
Of peace on earth, good will to men! 


“And in despair I bowed my head; 
‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, and mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men.’ 


“Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 
‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep! 
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, 
With peace on earth, good will to men!’” 


it seems that there was no one to wel- 
come Him at His birth. We are told by 
the Evangelist that there was no room 
for Him in the inn. Nineteen centuries 
have come and gone and again there are 
so many who fail to find room in their 
lives and in their hearts for God’s un- 
speakable gift. As we pause in memory 
of His birth, instead of a Christian world 
bowing around the manger in Bethle- 
hem, as it were to worship Him and to 
present to Him gifts, we see a world 
filled with hate, grief, and ungodliness, 
wrapped in the throes of a bloody war, 
and it is only those who have become ac- 
quainted with Him and His saving grace 
who are able to say, “Thanks be unto God 
for His unspeakable gift.” 


Possibly at no time in the world’s his- 
tory was there ever a greater need than 
now for you and me as faithful follow- 
ers of His to give ourselves wholly unto 
God in fasting and prayer, and rededicate 
our lives to the service of Him who 


s by 
F. R. Harrawood, 
L Pastor 
N. Cleveland, Tenn. 


came to be the Savior of the world. Yes, 
we as a church should give ourselves to 
prayer, praying for those in authority, 
both in our church and in our national 
government 

One beautiful characteristic of those 
who have given their hearts and lives to 
Jesus is that there is no longer a spirit 
of criticism in their lives. Though there 
was no room in the inn for Jesus, neither 
did there seem anv room for Him in the 
lives of the people in His dav, for He 
said He came to His own and His own 
received Him not, and again the foxes 
have holes, the birds of the air 
have nests but the Son of man 
hath nowhere to lay His head; and 
thoush He was crowded out of 
the lives of His own people, yet 
there was no criticism to offer to 
them. In the days of the early 
Church, though there was much 
yet there was no 
the part of those 
being persecuted, 


persecution, 
criticism on 
who 
but prayer was being made day 
by day for those in authority. 
God has been good to us in this 
“land of the free and the home 
of the brave” and we have so 
many glorious privileges to en- 
that nations do not have, 
and may we in our rush onward 
pause to thank God for a nation where 
we can serve God in the very beauty of 
holiness, and may we our 
lives to a service of prayer and thanks- 


were 


joy other 


rededicate 


giving, and spend more of our time in 
trying to tell lost men and women of the 
glorious gift of God. 


The Apostle Paul tells us in Rom. 8: 
32, “He that spared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, how shall 
he not with him also freely give us all 
things?” We know that He will not 
withhold any good thing from them that 
walk uprightly before Him and if we 
are walking uprightly before Him and 
the desire of our hearts and lives is to tell 
others of God’s gift to the world, and if 
we pray as men and women should pray 
for a world-wide revival, we know that 
God will crown our efforts with suc- 
cess and the Church for which Jesus 

(Continued on page 17) 


[Page 7] 















“And she brought 
forth her first born 
son, and wrapped 
him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him 
in a manger; . be- 
cause there was no 
room for them in 
the inn,’ Luke 2:7. 


“Teen are very few texts, if any, in the Bible with which 
Christians from the highest to the lowest are more familiar 
than the one quoted above for in our Christian land, by the 
time our little children are getting out of the cradle, they 
hear the name of Jesus, and are told of His lowly birth and 
of the manger used for His cradle. From the gospel, according 
to St. Luke, we learn that there had gone forth an order that 
all people must be registered and were expected to return to 
their home cities to comply with this order. Thus we read, 
“Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, 
into Judea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethle- 
hem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) to 
be taxed (to enroll himself) with Mary his espoused wife, be- 
ing great with child.” Luke 2:4, 5. 


When they arrived in the little city, nothing more than a 





Refugee 


(‘There was no room for them .. .”—Luke.) 


God knows there must be room, somewhere, 
For men to live without desnair! 

To lift their eves to quiet hills, 

And breathe the fragrance rain distills. 
There must be meadows ripe with grain, 
Unscarred by bombing aeroplane, 

And daisies silent in the grass, 

Which nod a greeting as you pass. 


Dear God! To live in such a land! 

And purged of terror, humbly stand 
Where men move freely in the light, 

And fearless go to bed at niaht; 

Where children laugh as children should, 
And frolic in a placid wood; 

A land unscathed by shells and flames, 
Where hate and war are only names, 
Deer God, there MUST be lands like these, 
With futures, homes, for refugees! 


: 


—Clara Bernhardt. x 
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By TF. K. Walker 
General Overseer 


village, there was no room left in the inn. All the guest cham- 
bers had been taken. All the available space, it seemed, had 
already been occupied. The carpenter and his young bride were 
people of no particular importance and needed no special con- 
sideration, st‘ll less the unborn child. So there was no room for 
them among the human guests, and they had to find shelter in 
the stable near by among the beasts. 


No author of fiction could have pictured more beautifully 
the coming of this heavenly One, no matter how hard he had 
tried, for these simple facts, connected with the maid’s ap- 
pearance, make the story of the nativity one of the most beau- 
tiful in all the world. St. Luke pictured the Christ in that hour 
at the mercy of untoward circumstances. He was born in a 
stable and cradled in a manger. He could not have had a more 
lowly or less kingly entrance into the world than He did. The 
very thought of His birthplace suggests humiliation. It would 
have been degrading to be sent out among the beasts. The sec- 
ond thought would be that of privation. It would be hard to 
be condemned to no better accommodations. But travelers in 
that day were faced with such circumstances many times, of 
crowded conditions, and there was no time for Joseph to com- 
plain about the circumstances. The only thing left to 
do at that late and important hour was to get the best 
accommodations available and that was the cattle stall, which 
could possibly be considered a quiet place away from the over- 
crowded, stuffy guest chambers. Nevertheless, the story still 
portrays the fact thar He was born in the stable and cradled 
in a manger (because there was no room for him in the inn). 


In God’s Book we learn that when we give our alms or gifts, 
we are not to sound the trumpet before us, and here we see 
God’s giving to this world the greatest gift—His Son—with- 
out notifying the people of the little town that the Savior was 
to be born there that night. The men were busy with the cares 
which have always busied men. They were, like us today, eager 
to pore over what have always been recognized as great ques- 
tions—questions about taxation, national independence, a 
world empire—and were very careless as to where the children 
were born. But, again, when you think of it, the birth of Je- 
sus was of His own ordering. He chose that place, for before 
the world was, He and His Father discussed plans for the fu- 
ture. He had agreed to take upon Himself the form of man; 
and, no doubt, His birth was prearranged so that He might 
go lower than the lowest and taste the dregs of suffering and 
thoroughly acquaint Himself with man so that He could really 
and truly represent us to His Father; at any rate, the King 
of kings, the King of Israel, and a descendant of David had a 
lowly birth in Bethlehem; but He came for the purpose of 
saving all who would accept Him. At the age of twelve He was 
conscious of His responsibility to God, as was evidenced by 
His expression to His mother, “Wist ye not that I inust be 
about my Father’s business?” 


The very first act of His public life was to draw to His side 

a little company of friends who were like-minded to Himself; 

and they were His companions ever after. When He was about 

to face the darkest agony of His life, He invited them to be 

with Him. He seemed to be rather lonely and to desire com- 
(Continued on page 16) 
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By R. P. Jolson 
First st. General Overseer 


of the days ee 


As I write this article this morning I do it with the heavi- 
est feel’ng of responsibility that I have ever experienced in my 
entire life. In view of the purpose which we shall carry over 
from 1941 to 1942, coupled with the duties which will be 
ours, I think that we would do well to pause and consider a 
text found in Psa. 19:2: “Day unto day uttereth speech.” 
And in the wee hours of 1941 and 1942, it seems to me that 
the days come together for their conversation. The days to 
which we have reference is yesterday, today, and tomorrow. 
The voice of these days cannot be heard as can the human 
voice, but they speak a language with which the Hebrew, the 
Greek, the Syriac, and any other language, for that matter, is 
only acquainted in part. 

The first of these days which we will mention will be that 
of Yesterday. You cannot see him, but his tracks are every- 
where, showing that he has been here. And he has taken with 
him a full knowledge of our conditions and way of life. In 
my imagination, I look upon him as an old man with long gray 
hair, with a sturdy pen in one hand and a long scroll in the 
other, upon which is written my true history and also the his- 
tory of the world, our successes and our failures, and the 
whys of both. It sees us plainly, and our countenance lights 
up with satisfaction over the successes we have had or blushes 
with shame because of the failures we have made. Yesterday 
has no serious complaint to bring against us, for it could not 
itself claim to have been a perfect day; therefore those who 
lived in it could only know in part and see in part. But Yes- 
terday does speak in terms of gratitude and acknowledges that 
it is through the good lives of many of you that it was saved 
from being the day of darkness. No doubt, it says that the life 
of Christ that you manifested to me made me a little brighter. 
It seems that-I can hear Yesterday as he bids us adieu, and at 
the same time, warns us, saying, “Who can tell what a day will 
bring forth; who knows what tomorrow has for you?” 

Next we give attention to the voice of Today. We see him 
as he stands alert with eyes and ears wide open. He carries a 
watch in one hand and beats time with the other. The tick 
of the watch tells you where he is, and from whence he is 
speaking. He seems to say, “I know thee and from whence 
thou hast come, for Yesterday has placed in my hand a record 
of the life that you have lived, the words you have spoken, the 
deeds you have done, and the spirit that you have manifested. 
This record also shows that you have brought over many 
things from yesterday which will add to your burden of to- 
day; however, I welcome you, for you were not created for 
me, but day was created for man; therefore come in and mas- 
ter me. Make me the best day of the century; and if it be 
your purpose to do this, I suggest that you lay aside the things 
that hindered you on yesterday, things that witness against 
you. Come to me with your jealousies crucified. Come in the 
dust of humility. Come clean and unselfish. Come without 
partiality. Come without hatred or envy, but come with the 
love of God. Come with the proper attitude. Come and seek 
to understand the problems which are mine and with which 
you will have to deal. Come prepared for such consecration 
and prepared to make such sacrifices as no day of the past has 
ever known. The opportunities which I have to offer you will, 


DECEMBER 20, 1941 


St. John 14:1 


Let not your heart be 
troubled: ye believe in 


God, believe also in me. 





no doubt, differ from those of yesterday; yet they are all 
related, and I will offer you such opportunities as you are 
capable of handling to God’s glory and to your own happiness. 
I must be frank with you and tell you that there are clouds 
that overshadow me in the beginning, but these are not threats 
to me, but are threats to you. Instead of discouraging you or 
causing you to become alarmed, they should strengthen the 
purposes of your heart and intensify your efforts to see that 
right prevails. If you are blighted with either the ego of over- 
optimism or the frostbite of indifference, bow before the great 
Physician and receive your cure and be resolved to redeem the 
time that you have lost, for I will need no boasters, drifters, 
shifters, complainers, idlers, shirkers for the burdens which you 
are to bear and the duties which you are to fulfill, for if you 
travel with me, it will be required of you that you have a 


(Continued on page 16) 
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\ FAREWELL, OLD YEAR 





“Farewell, Old Year, we walk no more together, 
| catch the sweetness of thy latest sigh; 

And crowned with yellow brake and withered heather, 
I see thee stand beneath this cloudy sky. 


Oy 


“Here in the dim light of a gray December, 

We part in smiles, and yet we met in tears; 
Watching thy chilly dawn, | well remember, 

| thought thee saddest born of all the years. 


ys 


“| knew not then what precious gifts were hidden 


— 


aN Under the mists that veiled thy path from sight; 
I knew not then that joy. would come unbidden, 
} To make thy closing hours divinely bright. 


» 


VA 


: “‘l only saw the dreary clouds unbroken, 
1 only heard the plash of icy rain; 
And in the winter gloom | found no token 
To tell me that the sun would shine again. 
“O dear Old Year, | wronged a Father’s kindness 
! | would not trust Him with my load of care; 
| stumbled on in weariness and blindness— 
And lo! He blessed me with an answered prayer! 


“Good-bye kind Year; we walk no more together, 
But here in quiet happiness we part; 
And from thy wreath of faded fern and heather 
| take some sprays and wear them on my heart.” 
—Consolation. 


| 
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Members of the Church at Paxixil, Central America. 






Old Cime Relig 


S 


OOME say the days of revivals and id 
foreign missions are over and seem 3 Y 
to have adopted a “watchful waiting” 

policy, as affects their church pro- 

gram, but this writer looking over 

the situation from a different point 

of view, feels that we should increase 

our efforts, double them, if necessary, 

working while it is day, remember- 

ing that the night cometh, when 

man’s work is done. Then, too, he 

feels that we should heed the admoni- 

tion contained in Luke 19:13: “Oc- 


cupy till I come.” Though we are not 
of the world, we are still in the world, f 
a world torn apart by war, with sev- 
eral million men locked in the most t 


deadly combat the world itself has 
ever known, and we, too, are in the 
midst of a great spiritual battle for 
right against wrong, soldiers in the 
army that knows no retreat. But some 
will say, What about Haiti and this 
or that place or the other? Our an- 
swer is: All great armies, however vic- 
torious, have suffered temporary de- 
feat at some point along the line of 
battle. Though we may suffer tem- 
porary defeat, victory is ours, glory 
to God; There is a terrible disease af- 
fecting some people in these last days, 
something that was unknown a few 
years ago. The common name for the 
malady is “sleeping sickness;” the 
victims fall into a state of leth- 
argy and just sleep themselves 
to death. There is danger even 
in delay when it comes to carry- 
ing out the last-day commands 
of our Lord and Master, and lest 
we fall into a state of spiritual 
lethargy and be found sleeping, 
at ease in Zion, like the foolish 
virgins of Matthew twenty-five 
let us rise up and go forward 
from victory unto victory. Hal- 
lelujah! 


Late Press Reports Bearing 
On the Subject 

Let us hear what the secular 
press has to say about the subject 
of Christian Missions. The Spe- 
cial News Service of New York 
had the following to say, as late 
as Sept. 27, 1941: “CHRIS: 
TIANS GAIN IN A BITTER 
WORLD—OLD TIME RELI- 
G'ON FORGING AHEAD IN 
ASIA AND AFRICA!” For lack 
of space we shall only give you 
the gist of what was written un- 
der the caption of the foregoing 
headlines. “Old time religion is on 
the upgrade in a warring world 
Christian missionaries are making 












The Savior 
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IN A WAR-TORN 
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eligi on Marches On 


iR-TORN WORLD 


By gains in the face of war conditions in 
2 India, in Africa, in China—especial- 
S ly in China—where they have had the 
greatest opportunity to ‘bear witness 
through works.’ Tons of Bibles are 
finding their way along the difficult 
Burma road. Thousands of new con- 
verts have been baptized in India and 
China. Missionaries press on to new 
fields in Africa—at the request of 
the natives. CALL GERMAN 
‘BROTHER.’ Everywhere there’s evi- 
dence that the work of Christianity 
is going forward with great vigor but 
there’s a new-time element in this 











f era’s old time religion—a willingness 
among Christians to burn sectarian 
t and national differences for the sake 


of the common cause. English and 
American missionaries call the Ger- Bes 2s a 
man missionariy ‘brother’—and_per- cian 
form the brotherly act of paying his 
salary. Episcopalians and Baptists ig- 
nore disparity between their church 
doctrines and work together harmon- 
iously. Roman Catholics abandon 
cherished traditions in order to con- 
tinue what they consider their es- 
sential work. In Japan, following that 
country’s move last spring to oust all 
foreign missionaries, forty-one differ 
ent, and vastly different, denomina- 
tions united and, on June 25, estab- 
lished the Church of Christ of Japan, 
amalgamating ll Protestant 
Christians in one church.” 








Western Hemisphere 
Missions 


We have only given in part 
the contents of press reports con- 
cerning African and Asiatic mis- 
sions and if time and space per- 
mitted, we could refer our read- 
ers to letters bearing out the same 
in a great measure, but in con- 

, clusion, let us make brief ref- 
.~. .aerence to Western Hemisphere 
%7* missions. The writer, your serv- 
**<ant in the Lord during the past 
“twenty-five years has been 
privileged to visit sixty-six for- 
eign countries and colonies bear- 
ing the latter-day, Pentecostal 

Church of God message and is 

now in the Republic of El Sal- 

vador Central America. We are 
in the beginning of another mis- 
sionary journey that is calcu- 
lated to include twenty or more 
countries in Central and South 

America. In Mexico alone we have 

seen enough to convince us that 

the old time religion is by no 
means a dead issue. Interest in 
World (Continued on page 17) 














The Church at Nogales, Mexico, meets with Brother Ingram. 
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Reques ts 








ue 


We receive many requests for 
the salvation of relatives, loved 
ones, and friends, also for urgent 
unspoken requests. There are so 
many of these requests it is impos- 
sible to publish them, but we ask 
that all take these to heart and 
earnestly pray that the Lord will 
answer prayer in their behalf. In 
order for requests to be published 
they must be signed. 


Pray Gor 


The healing of my hip which was in- 
jured in a fall. I’m trusting God.—Mrs. 
Emma Tullis, Homerville, Ga. 


nian 
The healing of a friend who is sick in 
the sanatorium at Alto, Ga.—A friend, 
Waycross, Ga. 
= 
I hereby request that all men, women 
and children, where there be services, to 
attend every service of the Church of 
God during these trying times, for time 
is short. Pray for me.—John Huff, Mate- 
wan, W. Va. 


a 

The healing of my afflicted body and 

that the Lord will help me to get right. 
—Marion Tester, Mt. Carbon, W. Va. 


singlets 
The healing of Brother Felix Reynolds, 
Harrisburg, Ill., who has hardening of the 
arteries; his wife; Brothers George Sittig 
and Weaver McNew, and Sisters Maud 
McNew and Gertie Arnold, all of Carriers 
Mills, Ill—Their pastor, Leonard New- 
ton, Carriers Mills, Ill. 


Mary Styles to be healed of T. B., she 
has hemorrhages and can’t be here long 
unless God heals her; the healing of my 
sister who can’t walk, also she has a very 
bad cough at this time.—Mrs. J. D. 
Hudson, Rt. 2, Blue Ridge, Ga. 


seals cad 

Our little girl to be healed of throat 
and ear trouble; me to be healed of a 
smothering I have at times.—Mrs. Sarah 


Gable, Lebanon, Ga. 
—R— 


Me to be completely healed; my wife 
to be healed, she has lots of trouble with 
her eyes.—G. M. Teague, Shuford Rural 
Station, Hickory, N.C. 

nile 

The healing of my body, I have been 

doing poorly for six months.—Minnie 
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For Prayer 


Darton, Middlesboro, Ky. 


nce 

Me to be healed of heart trouble.— 

Mrs. Fred Wright, 124 State St., W. 
Asheville, N. C. 


a a 
The saving and healing of my brother, 
the doctors say there is nothing more 
they can do for him.—Mrs. L. C. Hen- 
derson, 610 E. Wright St., Pensacola, Fla. 
ain 
God to undertake for a special unspok- 
en request.—Mrs. Thos. Harris, Cum- 
berland, Ky. 


a @ as 

The healing of my body, I have been 
sick most of the time for nearly a year. 
—Mrs. James R. Allen, 5 Pitchford St., 
Walhalla, S. C. 

—— 

The healing of my body of a very bid 
nervous condition and stomach trouble; 
my husband to be healed of a heart trou- 
ble; God to supply our needs.—Mrs. 
Mollie Bagwell, 1818 Lena St., Manatee, 
Fla. 

= en 

The healing of my brother of asthma; 
the healing of Mrs. Anna Johnson, she 
has been bedfast nine years.—C. E. John- 
son, Herod, III. 


—R— 

Me to be healed of kidney trouble and 
something wrong with my head and 
throat; the healing of a sister who is 
very nervous.—Mrs. Rosa Stalfe, Mal- 


lory, W. Va. 
— 


The complete healing of my body, D. 
V.; my husband to be healed; some ur- 
gent unspoken requests.—Mrs. C. B. Kil- 
lian, South Gastonia, N C. 


Mair” ee 
My brother to be healed and come 
back to God.—Mrs. W. W. Howell, 
2403 Oak St., Parkersburg, W. Va. 
aia 
The healing of my husband, he has the 
flu and coughs so much he is so weak. 
he can hardly get over an attack, also 
that he will be saved; some unspoken re- 
quests; me to be healed of a cold.—Sis- 
ter Joe Smith, Rt. 1, Cold Water, Miss. 


God to undertake for me and my 
home.—Mrs. Eula Eaves, Rt. 2, Rock- 


mart, Ga. 
— 
The healing of my entire body of some- 


thing like rheumatism and that my faith 
will be increased; my children and their 


families. — Sister Robinson, Columbus, 
Ga. 


ee 

God to supply our needs, our home got 

burned up and we lost everything, so 

pray that God will undertake for us and 

help us.—Denton Prater, Box 61, Bon 
Air, Tenn. 


a a 

The Lord to heal our daughter’s body. 

—L. M. Justice, 728 Mildred Ave., E. St. 
Louis, III. 


—R— 

The complete healing of my body; my 
son-in-law and his children; a neigh- 
bor to be healed of heart trouble; her 
son to be healed; another neighbor’s 
mind to be restored; the healing of an- 
other friend.—Myrtle Parkinson, Fresno, 
Calif. 


ciadiinne 

I have a dear friend who surely needs 

your prayers, she surely has a hard time. 

—tLeetha Mae Murray, Rt. 1, Spring- 
ville, Ala. 


= 

The healing of my brother’s mind 
which is weak, also pray for his soul and 
home.—A sister in Christ, East McKees- 


port, Pa. 
— oe 


Sister Ess'e Carnes, Mountain City, 
Ga., to be healed, she has been in bed 
about a month.—Mrs. W. M. Alexander, 
Rabun Gap, Ga. 


_ 
The healing of my father who is in a 


critical condition. Unless God undertakes - 


he can’t be here long. His address is J. 
L. Bright, Townville, $. C.—Mrs. Eunice 
Sellers, Gen. Del., Greenwood, S. C. 


Le Ss 
The healing of my body of several 
ailments—my head, eyes, kidneys, indi- 
gestion and other ailments. I do not want 
to go to a doctor, I know the Lord can 
heal. My sister-in-law who is seriously 
ill to be healed and saved.—Eliza Webb, 
Madison, Fla. 


_— 
God to heal my body, I have ulcers 
of the stomach and at times I am in pain 
and get so sore and nervous it seems I 
want to die; my ankle to be healed, I 
was in a wreck and got both bones brok- 
en; God to save my soul.—Vivian Guth- 
rie, Newport, N. C. 


_— 


The healing of my body. I would like 
for you who feel led to come lay hands 
on me. I feel it is an evil spirit and will 
have to be rebuked in Jesus’ name. I live 
ten miles south of Fayetteville, Tenn., on 
Route 4.—Lee C. Swinford. 


as Oem 
The healing of my body, I am in a bad 
condition. My nerves are bad, my stom- 
ach and heart are bad, I have high blood 
pressure and have weak spells until I 
can’t sit up.—Mrs. E. M. B., Blue Ridge, 
Ga. 
= 


God to undertake for me in this trying 


(Continued on page 17) 
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Chris tmas Nessages 


2. « From B.C. S. and College Students 


“For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten 
YJOADI}9q 4ABZAZOSOYM 4DYR ‘UOS 
in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life,““ John 3: 


GOD’S GIFT TO US THE GREAT- 
EST GIFT OF ALL 


Erna HoLan 

All the world knows that Christmas 
is the time of giving. At no other time 
in the year is there manifested a greater 
spirit of generosity and charity than at 
this time of thinking about others and 
showing in greater or less degrees our 
love to them. Jesus said, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” Yes, 
there is joy in giving to others. Chris- 
tian and sinner alike have experienced 
this. If any have not, they must indeed 
be sour and morbid souls. The one that 
cannot find happiness and satisfaction in 
giving is surely bound in by the walls 
of his own small world of selfishness. 
Many who never think of giving to 
others throughout the year break down 
and show some act of kindness or charity 
at Christmas tide. 

What is this spirit of giving that per- 
vades the world, bringing joy to many 
a lonely heart, and breaking down bar- 
riers that have stood through the year? 
Is it not the spirit of our God and Father 
above, who gave to us the greatest gift 
of all the ages, His one and only Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ? “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life,” John 3:16. 

Let us stop this Christmas season and 
meditate on the gift of God’s wonderful 
love. For God so loved the world! How 
could He love us, so lost in degradation 
and sin? To love the good, the clean, the 
beautiful would be easy enough; even 
sinful man can do that. But to love the 
ugly, the unlovely, and loathsome! Only 
a being of perfect love, far surpassing 
our human comprehension, could ever be 
capable of doing it. That He gave His 
only begotten Son! Have you a son, dear 
father and mother? Then you probably 
know the love that binds you to your 
child. Have you ever felt the pangs, the 
sorrow of being separated from him or of 
seeing him suffer? Yet, God gave His 
only Son, the best that He had, to re- 
deem a world from sin. That whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life. Who may receive 
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“ ... there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God, and saying, 
Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will to- 
ward men,” Luke 2:13, 14. 


“ON EARTH PEACE, GOOD WILL 
TOWARD MEN” 


Horace McCracken 
On earth, peace? peace? 


Yes. 

“But why this?” you ask. “Why, coh 
why—?” and hearts are heavy with 
trouble and eyelids moist with tears. 

But answer me, can the Word of God 
be any less true because destruction 
reigns? God it was also who promised the 
Comforter, and peace, within our own 
hearts; and has He not been richly faith- 
ful to those promises, by exactly the 
measure we have yielded to Him? I feel 
He has, and I think that you do too. 

However, if it should be true that you 
cannot now testify to that sweet “rest 
of faith,” the deep, up-springing well of 
joy and love and peace within your soul, 
can you, on the other hand, say it is God 
who has caused the shadows, that He has 
ever once dealt falsely with your confi- 
dence? I feel you can not. Of no other 
master we have ever served or may be 
serving can as much be said, for it is im- 
possible to trust the Lord to such a degree 
that His character will ever break down. 
Therefore it is only reasonable to serve 
the master who pays best. And if He al- 
ways pays well, then always serve Him 
with all your heart. 


I have found that the Lord God does 
pay well, richly indeed, of things worth 
having, such as godliness and content- 
ment. Often my heart rejoices with the 
words of the song: 

Il cannot teli thee whence it came, 

This peace within my breast; 

But this I know, there fills my soul 

A sweet and tranquil rest.” 

Such a peace passes human under- 
standing because it comes directly from 
the heart of God, and is “shed abroad in 
our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is 





—_—J 

and have this wonderful gift of God’s 
love? The scripture says “whosoever” 
and that means you and me. It includes 
the rich man and the poor man; _ the 
black-skinned and the white; the drunk- 
ard and the deacon. God’s great arm of 
love encircles them all and extends to all 
mankind this great salvation through 
Jesus Christ, the greatest gift of all. 








REV. ZENO C. THARP 
Superintendent of Education by 





given unto us.” It is great enough for 
every emergency, and strong enough for 
the sorest trial, so that the Christian 
need never lose his spiritual poise, as long 
as his eyes are fastened on Jesus. Nor let 
me forget—for life is not all trials— 
that this grace is sweet enough for the 
deepest adoration the human heart can 
frame. 

Peace on earth? Yes. Because since 
God proves Himself faithful to His 
promises to the human heart, He will 
do no less for nations. 

When and how we do not know. It 
does appear, however, that at no crisis 
in the world’s history has there been as 
much reason for expecting the coming 
of the Lord as before or at the close of 
this mighty conflict. This destruction 
of men may be regarded as the awful 
purging of the “day of the Lord,” as one 
of the inevitable dark passages in the 
history of sinful men, perhaps the dark- 
est. As for ourselves, we can only say 


‘that it is well to serve with perfect sin- 


gleness of heart our God, whose presence 
fills men only with love. 


We may not expect that the judgment 
hand of God will soon be stayed from 
the earth “until the indignation be over- 
past,” but we are perfectly entitled to 
pray that “Thou wilt keep us in perfect 
peace, whose hearts are stayed on Thee, 
because we trust in Thee.” Thus the 
Christian is presuming upon God and 
wasting the valuable energy of his soul 
to worry concerning his own’ welfare; 
but, ah, surely! life is neither all a song. 
There are times and places for all right- 
eous things, Have you energy and 
strength of soul to agonize before God? 
It will mot be wasted upon the loved 


(Continued on page 17) 
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GEORGETOWN, Ohio.—I praise the 
Lord for old time Holy Ghost religion. I 
praise Him for His keeping and healing 
power. A few weeks ago my boy was 
taken suddenly and seriously ill. I heard 
him come downstairs and called to him 
to see what was wrong. He told me he 
was very sick. I got up as soon as I could 
and went where he was. Like I always do 
when any of my family get sick, I began 
to call on the Lord to heal him. He is not 
much to take medicine, but he was suffer- 
ing so much until he told his father to go 
over to our neighbor’s house and call a 
doctor. Something said, ‘““You don’t need 
a telephone to get in touch with the great 
Physician.” I said, “Lord, if you will heal 
him before that doctor gets here, I will 
testify to it.” Praise God, in a few min- 
utes he was feeling better and went back 
to bed. When breakfast was ready he got 
up feeling fine. To God be all the glory. 
I praise Him for the good service I was 
in Iast Sunday night at McVeigh, Ky. I 
am still enjoying the good sermon Brother 
Cox preached. The little church at Mc- 
Veigh should be proud to have a man 
like him for their pastor—Mrs. Haley 
Maynard, Rt. 1. 


VALDOSTA, Ga.—I want to be a 
witness for my great Redeemer this 
morning. I am truly thanking Him for 
the precious blood that has been applied 
to my heart, for blessing and keeping me. 
We are serving a wonderful Savior; we 
should take every opportunity to tell 
others about Jesus and His saving power. 
We have as good a chance to tell the lost 
about Jesus and the pleasures we find in 
serving Him as the devil does in adver- 
tising his sinful pleasure which will only 
last for a season, and our pleasure will 
never end. I’m glad we have this assur- 
ance, aren’t you? 


Let’s all resolve to do more proclaim- 
ing and stop complaining. We have much 
to be thankful for. We've been saved 
from a burning hell. We read the papers, 
and oh, what publicity when someone’s 
life has been rescued from some great 
danger. It’s the talk of the town or com- 
munity and I do wonder if the Lord is 
pleased with us to be slow and backward 
in telling others about our souls being 
saved from destruction. I believe if there 
ever was a time we, the children of God, 
need to get another or clearer vision of 
this lost world, it is now. What do you 
think? In Prov. 29:18 we read, ‘““Where 
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there is no vision the people perish.” Now 
friends, when we get the light and know 
that the Lord has a work for us, we will 
be happy if we do it, or if we don’t I’m 
afraid we will be the most miserable peo- 
ple in the world. St. John 13:17, “If you 
know these things, happy are ye if you 
do them.” 

I believe there is a people who are for- 
getful or maybe they aren’t prayerful 
enough and really don’t know the prom- 
ises of the blessings we'll receive by be- 
ing doers of the calling we have had and 
not hearers only. In James 1:25 we read, 
“But whoso looketh into the perfect law 
of liberty, and continueth therein, he be- 
ing not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of 
the word, this man shall be blessed in his 
deed. We all surely want the blessings 
which the Lord has for us, so let’s not 
be a forgetful hearer, but be a doer and 
do our deed of kindness to the lost and 
perishing and try to lead them into this 
perfect law of liberty. 

Pray for me to get closer and be ready 


to do what He may have me to do and 
that my body will be completely healed. 
—Mrs. W. D. McGlashan, 401 Floyd St. 


ARLEY, Ala.—I praise God for His 
mighty keeping power. I feel that it is 
through the mercy of God that I am liv- 
ing. I know His healing power has reached 
me. He has healed me of high blood pres- 
sure and heart trouble. My neighbors all 
know that I went to two different doc- 
tors. All the time I was going I could 
hear the voice of God saying, “Are you 
willing to trust me?” 

One night at the midnight hour I was 
praying and a bright light shone in my 
face. I could see people walking in the 
bright light and the Lord spoke so plainly 
to me and said, “I will heal you, if you 
will obey.” Oh glory! That is what I am 
trying to do. Pray that I will ever do 
the Lord’s will. Oh, won’t it be wonder- 
ful when we can shout around the great 
white throne, never to know any sorrow? 
—One who means to go through, Bessie 
Denson. 








The Story of 


Many, many years ago, when the world 
was fast asleep, 

There were some very tired shepherds 
watching their sheep; 

Some of them were sleeping, when, be- 
hold, a great light 

Shone out from the heavens in the dark 
of the night. 


“Hark! what meaneth this wonder? The 
sky is aglow. 

Does it mean ill omen? We would surely 
like to know.” 

But just at that moment, some form did 


appear. 
"Twas a host of bright angels and they 


drew very near. 


And oh, such sweet music from the heav- 
ens did ring 

When they sang out, “Great joy and glad 
tidings we bring, 

For unto you in the city of David on this 
beautiful morn, 

The long-promised Messiah, the Savior, is 
born.” 


“Lo! He brings peace on the earth, and 
good will toward men, 

The joy of salvation and freedom from 
sin; 


the Shepherds 


You'll find Him in a manger, wrapped 
in swaddling clothes, 

In the city of Bethlehem, as the prophets 
foretold.” 


As the shepherds stood gazing in awe and 
great delight, 

The heavenly vision vanished from their 
sight; 

“Make haste, let us get ready and our 
journey begin, 

To go seek the Christ-child 
may worship Him.” 


that we 


They started on their journey before the 
break of day, 

And by the time the sun 
were well on their way; 

Very soon they entered the Bethlehem 
street, 

Searching for the manger, their Redeemer 
to meet. 


shone they 


They soon found the young child in His 
lowly bed sleeping, 

With Mary and Joseph watch over Him 
keeping; 

They returned to their sheepfold with 
praises and glory, 

Telling all whom they met the wonderful 
story. 


—Mrs. May Mason Baldwin. 
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NORFOLK, Va.—I praise the Lord for 
His wondérful healing power. I was in 
Duck, N. C., when taken with kidney 
colic and suffered everything but death 
for twenty-two hours before getting 
completely relieved. In the meantime 
there were many suggestions made by dif- 
ferent people, as taking medicine or get- 
ting a doctor, but it seemed as if the 
Lord would have me wait upon Him, 
which I did. Praise His name forever! 
Where I was there are not so many peo- 
ple who believe in divine healing. My 
brother and his wife prayed for me and 
I felt some better. This was after I had 
suffered seven or more hours. My broth- 
er got a man and his wife to take me 
home as I was too sick to come on the 
bus. When I arrived home my husband 
was at church and I was then all alone. 
I began to think I was going to die. I 
walked the floor as best I couid, talking 
to the Lord, and when my husband came 
in I was a little easier and had been 
asleep for a few minutes. Brother Vaught, 
our pastor, came to pray for me and 
brought others with him. They anointed 
me with oil and prayed for me and God 
touched my body and immediately healed 
me. We all began to glorify and praise 
God for what He had done. Please pray 
for me that my faith will continue until 
Jesus comes.—Inez Mae Davis, 1229 E. 
Olney Rd. 


HEFLIN, Ala.—I praise God because 
He has been good to me and my family. 
He means everything to me. Last sum- 
mer I was picking blackberries and 
a rattlesnake bit me and the Lord 
healed me without any remedy of any 
kind except His own. So I promised Him 
if He would heal me and let me stay with 
my little children I would do everything 
I could for Him. I don’t feel I have done 
all I could for Him, so I want every child 
of God to pray for me and my family that 
we will get just where God wants us and 
stay just where He can get glory out of 
our lives, 

I praise the Lord for saving and sanc- 
tifying my two little girls and for giving 
one of them the Holy Ghost, but the oth- 
er little one seems that she can’t go any 
further. Pray for her. Also pray for me 
and my family and friends.—Mrs. Lillie 
Boswell. 


PRINCETON, N. C.—I am s0 glad I 
kneeled at the cross and Jesus washed 
my sins away and sanctified and filled 
me with His blessed sweet Holy Ghost. 
It was two years ago tonight that this 
sweet Holy Ghost came in. I can say with 
David in the 23rd Psalm, “Surely good- 
ness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life, and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord.” Brother, sister, are 
you living in the house of the Lord? I beg 
you to invite Him in. It is glorious to 
have Him dwell with you. “What? Know 
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ye not that ye are the temple of the Holy 
Ghost?” I am getting to be old and I 
thank my Lord for letting me live to see 
these past two years. Oh, how I wish I 
had given my life-to Jesus when I was 
young, and invited Jesus to come in. 
There is no joy that can be compared to 
the joy, happiness and peace of the one 
who possesses the sweet Holy Ghost, and 
just think, this is the shadow of things 
to come. Let’s be true, stand steadfast and 
unmovable. May God bless you all.—Mrs. 
Bradley N. Hinton. 

ST. ANDREWS, Fla.—Dear Brothers 
and Sisters in Christ, please pray to God 
to undertake and give me strength to be 
an overcomer till Jesus comes or calls for 
me. Do earnestly pray for my daughter 
to be saved and to go back to her husband 
and baby. 

I have been saved six years and God 
has been so good to me. The sweet Holy 


Ghost abides. He is my healer, my soon- 
coming King. Glory to God. I mean by 
His help and grace to go the last mile 
of the way. 

I really love the Evangel. My brother 
had it sent to me. I have been healed 
several times by laying it on with prayer. 
My little girl sleeps with one under her 
head every night. She says it keeps her 
from having bad dreams. You know God 
is so wonderful to me, I can never praise 
Him enough for what He means to me. 

Don’t forget to pray for the request 
about my daughter; she needs it so badly 
but God has power over all things. I praise 
Him because He said He would help us 
overcome the world. Pray for me.—Mrs. 
Foy Peel. 








If we give in and give up and give 
over we have given all Satan asks us to 
give and have nothing left for which 
he would ask. 








Remember the Orphans 


Composed by Theodore Murray and dedi- 
cated to the Church of God Orphanage 


Peanuts, candy, chewing gum, toys, 

All for your little girls and boys, 

But what about the child whose parents 
are dead, 

That begs for a home and a piece of 
bread? 

No one to love it, no one to care, 

No one its bitter sorrows to share. 


Even if he has a place to be, 

Maybe he is not wanted there, you see, 

So he is knocked and kicked about 

And finally turned entirely out 

To roam the streets of the wicked town 

While the world goes by and looks on 
with a frown, 


As the child looks up with his pitiful eyes, 
And courage fails and all hope dies 

Of ever having a friend to guide 

Or to help him over the rolling tide. 


So after receiving years of abuse 

He says, Alas! What is the use 

Of trying to be good when nobody cares 

What becomes of me through the passing 
years? 

So he starts out to rob and kill 

Or anything else that’s the devil’s will. 


Sooner or later the public pays 

For a wasted life in different ways; 

They build their jails, they pay the police 

To hunt for the man who disturbs the 
peace. 


They pay when they fear the rogue and 
thief 
Who slips 
asleep 
And steals their jewels, their silver and 

gold 


in the house while they’re 


And sometimes a child they take and hold 

For ransom, and the parents must suffer 
then 

For the lives that are lived by wicked 
men. 


The orphan child with face so bright 
May some day live a wicked life, 
If we don’t take his hand today 
And help him across the stormy way. 


The Church of God Orphanage is trying 
to be 

Father and mother to such as these 

That have no home and no bread to eat 

And no shoes for their weary little feet. 


So if Sunday comes and it’s raining too 
hard 

To go to church, or you’re just too tired, 

It may be raining, but, Brother, say, 

Do orphans get hungry on a rainy day? 

Do you think God would say to the 
Church, All right, 

Just feed the orphans when the sun shines 


bright? 


No, God loves the orphans and wants 
them to eat 

Through the rain and the sun, the cold 
and the heat. 

So if you can’t go to church today 

Remember the orphans and lay away 

A dollar, a quarter, a nickel or dime 

To give to the orphans at some future 
time. 


And please remember what I am going to 
say, 

That your children might be orphans 
some day 

And surely you will want them clothed 
and fed 

After their father and mother are dead. 
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The Word Was Made Flesh 
(Continued from page 3) 
One who can give true and everlasting 
joy to the world. 





A Conversation of the Days 
(Continued from page 9) 


heart with proper attitudes, a mind 
of understanding, and a determined 
will to take your stand, for, indeed, 
you are in no condition to state 


your position or stand until you under- 
stand. Therefore, scriptures will be pro- 
vided to help you to come to a full real- 
ization of what will be expected of you 
in the shortest time possible. Yesterday 
has stated that the Bible must be true, 
‘for day unto day uttereth speech.’ No 
other day will have more important 
things to say than I have to say unto 
you. One thing I must warn you of: 
You must, like your master, be pre- 
pared to suffer, for in suffering thy 
rights shall be preserved. It is true that 
you need to be sympathetic; but sympa- 
thy, apart from other virtues, cannot do 
the job. Of all ages and times, this seems 
to be the most cruel, unkind, and incon- 
siderate. It is as brutal as any recorded 
in history. Thousands of miseries are 
made possible by as many means as there 
are sins to our human family; therefore, 
a considerate, determined, well-balanced, 
sympathetic army of Christian soldiers 
who are willing to take over what time 
is assigned them and to perform such 
service as they are capable of rendering, 
will be in constant demand.” 


Yes, Today has much to say; and as 
the apostle says, we should pay the more 
earnest heed to the things which Yester- 
day has said and of which Today we 
will hear. But in fairness to all the days, 
we must permit Tomorrow to speak, if 
only briefly. As you know, all men have 
been seeking tomorrow from dawn of the 
first day; however, they have never 
found him, and neither will they, for we 
are too slow to catch up with him. On 
the other hand, we can hear his voice, and 
he has a peculiar way of getting hold of 
us. In our mind’s eye, we can see To- 
morrow as a tiny, innocent babe. He 
must live across the hills in the West, 
toward which we are going. It seems that 
we can hear him say to us, “Let not 
your hearts be troubled, your minds con- 
fused, or your will broken, but rather 
look unto the hills from whence com- 
eth your help. Cast your eyes toward 
the skies and trust in Him who said, ‘I 
will never leave thee nor forsake thee.’ 
Receive help from Him to discard the 
weaknesses of yesterday and strength to 
respond to the call of duty today. Re- 
member that it is by faith and faithful- 
ness, by courage and effort, by trust and 
truth, by service, by sacrifices and ful- 
fillment of the many duties which shall 
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be yours that you will be able to polish 
your hopes of a brighter tomorrow, a 
hope to all who will be true and even 
though there is a combination of events 
and circumstances which distress you to- 
day, you have no cause for hysterics, for 
the God who met the crises in the long 
yesterday even at the fall of Adam, will 
meet the crisis today and He offers you 
hope for tomorrow. 

Yesterday offered you forgiveness and 
pardon. Today offers you more. He beats 
time with your every heart beat. He 
sees clearly and will move with you; 
therefore keep watching both day and 
night, labor with all thy might, pray 
without ceasing, in all things give 
thanks, for this is the ‘will of God con- 
cerning you. 

In conclusion, the days keep saying 
that Yesterday will converse with you 
through memories, Today will talk 
through duty, and Tomorrow will speak 
through hope. Yes, the days talk to- 
gether, and what they say, have said, and 
will say concerns all of us. What they 
say may not always sound pleasant to 
us, but they speak the truth and speak 
it fearlessly, fully and for our benefit. 
They place squarely before us the facts, 
whether they be terrible or glorious; and 
He who created the first day and gave 
the orders for that day will, by His 
power and wisdom, make us equal to this 
our day. God bless you, everyone. Amen. 





No Room 
(Continued from page 8) 
panions. When His enemies were casting 
about for some accusation against Him, 
they did not accuse Him of being in- 
human, though they exaggeratedly said 


that He was a man, “gluttonous 
and a wine-b:bber, a friend of pub- 
licans and sinners;” and_ yet all His 


life He was- despised and rejected by 
men. He was occupied in a business that, 
as men choose to think, men have no in- 
terest in. So, as in the inn, there was no 
room for Him in the world during His 
lifetime, for the Apostle John wrote, 
“He came unto his own, and his own re- 
ceived him not.” When He preached to 
Nazareth, where He had been brought 
up, the citizens arose and thrust Him 
out of the city. At Capernaum, when 
they saw the mighty works that He did 
on them that were diseased, they came 
and besought Him to depart from their 
coast. He passed through Samaria, and 
the Samaritans would not receive H'm. 
Wherever He went, He was a homeless 
wanderer. He said to one, “The foxes 
have holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of man hath not 
where to lay his head.” 

It seems that His solitude became even 
greater toward the end of His life, for in 
Jerusalem He was not accepted. One of 


His company covenanted to betray Him. 
He went to the garden that He might 
be ready to face all that should befall 
Him. Taking three of His beloved fol- 
lowers to watch and pray, He found in 
the last resort that not even they could 
help Him. He must needs tread the dark 
path alone. The rulers who had agreed 
and covenanted together to cause His de- 
truction had Him beaten, falsely accused, 
and finally crucified on the old rugged 
cross. At length He hung there upon the 
cross, isolated between heaven and earth, 
naked, forsaken, and alone. Truly while 
He was on earth, there was no room for 
Him. 

When we think of this marvelous 
great big world, we can find room in it 
for many things—room for wealth and 
position, pride, show, pleasure; room for 
trade, society, dissipation; room for 
powers, kingdoms, armies, wars; but for 
Him, only the smallest room possible, 
room in the stable, but not in the inn. 

Some have undertaken with good in- 
tentions, no doubt, to erect majestic 
buildings (having subdued light and ex- 
quisite lines and colors to enrich the 
whole atmosphere) to offer unto the 
Lord; and we admit that the Lord’s 
house should be as good as—yes, far bet- 
ter than our own houses. When, how- 
ever, they are built just for beauty and 
not for the purpose of serving the many 
thousands who are lost without God, 
the builders have missed their purpose. 
In fact, God wants to dwell in our 
hearts. He doesn’t want us to present 
picturesque ceremonies, stately creeds, 
and displays only, but our hearts and 
lives. While we thank God for the beau- 
tiful churches that dot our nation and 
the entire world, our public school sys- 
tems, hospitals, homes for old ladies, our 
orphanages and other institutions, yet we 
know He wants us to have room in our 
hearts for Him to dwell. The only place 
where He can make His home today is the 
inn of the soul, the secret rooms of our 
personal life. Oftentimes we sing rever- 
ently, “Come into my heart, Lord Jesus,” 
“have thine own way, Lord, have thine 
own way;” and truly we are sincere 
when we sing, “for we know that we are 
the temple of God.” 

The first solo I can remember ever 
hearing was composed and sung by my 
old singing school teacher, Mr. Mercer, 
all the words of which I cannot remem- 
ber, but they were something like this: 


“You have no time for service, you say; 

But for business and pleasures you al- 
ways have time. 

Crowded out, crowded out of your life 
today 

Is Christ—crowded out.” 

The thought that Christ must not be 

crowded out of our lives has repeatedly 

encouraged me through the years to re- 
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serve a place in my heart and life for 
Him. Let us remember always to have 
room for Christ in our lives, regardless 
of the multiplicity of attractions of 
other things. Let us have room for Him. 





Old Time Religion Marches On 
(Continued from page 11) 
Guatemala and E] Salvador has exceeded 
our expectations. Let us be much in 
prayer and watch the Evangel for 
further reports. If you have the same 
determination to work, please join us in 

singing this chorus! 
We'll work till Jesus comes, 
We'll work till Jesus comes; 
We'll work till Jesus comes, 
And then we'll journey home. 





The Unspeakable Gift 
(Continued trom page 7) 
gave His life wiil be able to bring gifts 
to Him, not in silver and gold alone, but 
in the precious souls ot men and women. 

Many will possibly say, “1 have no 
time or talent that 1 can work tor God 
as others do.” True, we cannot all be 
missionaries Or ministers in the homeland, 
yet in the Sunday school room and Y, P. 
E. and in the homes we can ali work and 
do something to help others to know of 
this unspeakable gitt. 

In war between nations we are called 
to make great sacritices and give our 
best to protect and keep the best inter- 
est of our nations and in this wartaie 
against sin we as good soldiers ot Jesus 
Christ can give no less to the Church 
than our very best. The standard ot love 
is no less now than it was wnen He first 
came into the worid, and then God gave 
His best. He delivered up His own son 
for us all, to give to every man that that 
is needed in His service as a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ. The armor has been 
provided, the call has gone out and we 
are admonished to fight the good tight 
of faith, lay hold on eternal lite. The Son 
of God not only gave His lite on the 
cross but He gave the days ot His lite 
on this earth ministering to the needs of 
the poor, blessing humanity. His sym- 
pathetic heart was touched by the sins 
and sorrows of His day. The Church was 
purchased by His own blood and His di- 
vine representatives in this world today 
should be no less touched by the sins and 
the sorrows that are abroad in our land. 
Every member should be driven to his 
knees by the thought, as we are giving 
gifts to one another, that the greatest of 
all gifts that we can possibly make is giv- 
ing ourselves anew in the service of God, 
giving our time to prayer, praise and the 
studying of His Word. 

A young man who was continually 
bringing new faces to service was asked 
by his pastor how he was able to win so 
many souls to Jesus Christ, since he 
stuttered so much when he tried to talk 
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that people could hardly understand him. 
The young man answered, “Pastor, the 
gospel of Jesus Christ does not stutter.” 
So truly today the Lord can use success- 
fully in His vineyard those whose lives 
are wholly given to Him. 

As we pause again to worship God and 
thank Him for that unspeakable gift, 
may we give the best we have to Him 
who came nineteen centuries ago to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, 
working and waiting until He comes 
again without sin unto salvation. 





Requests 
(Continued from page 12) 
hour.—A Christian, Everett, Pa. 


vuiiicais 

My husband’s niece who has been af- 

flicted since birth to be healed, she has 

no use of herself and is almost blind and 

deaf. She is two years and eight months 

old.—Mrs. P. D. Ammons, Lakeland, 
Fla. 


matian 

God to heal my eyes and strengthen 
my faith; my husband and children.— 
Mary Barrs, O’Brien, Fla. 

onsen 

The healing of my _heart.—Lena 
Whitt, Woodlawn, Va. 

esiltiees 

The healing of my head, I have ab- 
scesses in one side and sinus trouble and 
it almost makes me crazy. It has been like 
this for a long time.—Clarice Posterfield, 
Woodlawn, Va. 

— 

My husband to be healed of high 
blood pressure and stomach trouble; me 
to be healed; God to supply our needs. 
—Mrs. Mollie Brock, co Victor Slusher, 
Saylor, Ky. 

= 

The healing of my body, I have kid- 
ney poisoning and a very bad bronchial 
cold.—Gemilla Wilson, 279 W. Main 
St., Salem, W. Va. 


—R— 

The healing of my body, I have had a 
very serious operation and know I will 
never get over it unless the Lord under- 
takes; our home.—Mrs. Geneva (Day- 
ton) Anderson, Hiawassee, Ga. 


on iv 

The healing of my mother, the doc- 

tors think there is no chance for her; the 

healing of my body.—Alma Mason, Rt. 
2, Acworth, Ga. 





Messages From B. T. S. 
(Continued from page 13) 


ones! What sweeter, more welcome, more 
enduring Christmas gift could we tender 
than to so plead before God that He shed 
into their hearts this grace, and love and 
peace. What gift more laden with prom- 
ise that these blessings of righteousness 
shall exist, not only in your heart and 
mine, but “on earth, . . . toward men!” 


The Birth of Jesus 
Mrs. F. M. Renner 


While shepherds watched their flocks by 
night, 
Ah glorious the thought! 
An angel of the Lord appeared 
And blessed tidings brought. 
“Fear not,” the holy angel said, 
“For unto you I bring 
Good tid'ngs of great joy for all, 
Of Christ, the newborn King. 


“And this shall be a sign to you,” 
The angel softly said, 

“In swaddling clothes He shall be found, 
A manger is His bed.” 

Then suddenly a multitude 
Of angel voices rang, 

“Glory to God, and on earth peace, 
Good will to men,” they sang. 


Then when the angels all had gone, 
The shepherds made their way 
To Bethlehem, to see the Child, 
Who in a manger lay. 
The news was spread 
land, 
Blest news of Jesus’ birth, 
And still those hearts in which Christ 
dwells, 
Today find peace on earth. 


throughout the 





NOTICE 

Changes of address of ministers and 
workers: 

W. F. Patterson, evangelist—Old: 411 
S. Pine St., Marion, S$. C.; new: Gen. Del., 
Iva, S. C. 

T. F. Blackwell—Sesser, Ill. 





Life is never so sweet as when all of 
the bitterness has been taken out of our 
hearts and all of the guile taken out of 
our mouths. 


0b 


SPECIAL FROM MEXICO 


Our lawyer has received the 
Holy Ghost and two more 
churches are asking for the 
privilege to unite, making 
nine congregations in Mexi- 
co City. We made a talk at 
another large church Sunday 
night, the power fell and fif- 
teen, including several promi- 
nent men, received the Holy 
Ghost baptism in a few min- 
utes. About thirty were saved. 
Work in the northwest terri- 
tory has almost doubled since 
the Assembly and very en- 
couraging reports from many 
lands afar are coming in. We 
are greatly encouraged. — J. 
H. Ingram. 
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Delkograms 


D. H. DeELk 





What Wise Men Do 


Matt. 2:11, “And when they (the wise 
men, v. 1) were come into the house, 
they saw the young child with Mary 
his mother, and fell down, and wor- 
shipped him; and when they had opened 
their treasures they presented (margin, 
“offered”) unto him gifts; gold, and 
frankincense, and myrrh.” 

What a fool does 
at the end, a wise 
man will do at the 
beginning. 

No doubt these 
wise men traveled 
far, and searched 


diligently. For 
what? Christ. 
Why? BECAUSE 


THEY WERE 
WISE MEN. 


“A wise man’s 





day is worth a 
fool’s life.” (Ara- 
bic) 


**A man’s wisdom is his best friend; 
folly his worst enemy.” (Temple) 

They followed their guide, the star; 
they were teachable, submissive, 
wise, yet willing to learn more. A 
fool is one that knows not, and knows 
not that he knows not; yet he is wise, IN 
HIS OWN EYES. 

They were wise, because they humbled 
themselves; they FELL DOWN. Empty 
wheat heads (or grains) won’t hang 
down, or droop; but full ones will. These 
men had something in their heads. 


A woman once told her little boy that 
probably the reason his stomach hurt was 
because it was empty. A few days after 
the preacher dropped in for a little visit, 
saying he had the headache. Immediately 
the little boy said, “The reason it hurts 
is because it’s empty.” 

They were wise, because they gave true 
worship. They didn’t worship Mary, or 
the people, or their own treasure (they 
used them to worship with); they wor- 
shipped Christ. They were wise, because 
they gave, gave liberally; not the culls, 
not blue-john, or just the left overs, but 
the cream; the very best: GOLD. 


“Don’t you pluck no sound apples, 
Si,” shrilled Mrs. Perkins, “only the bad 
ones.” “But suppose they ain’t no bad 
ones, Ma?” “‘Then ye’ll have to wait till 
some goes bad, that’s all. We can’t afford 
to eat good sound apples that’s worth 
seventy-five cents a peck.” 

These wise men were no relation to 
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THE CHURCH OF GOD ENJOYS GREATEST FINANCIAL 
PROSPERITY IN ITS HISTORY 


J. H. WALKER, 


This is the first time in the history of 
the Church that each and every state 
shows an increase over its record of the 
previous year. The check-up tor the first 
two months of this Assembly year 
showed the greatest increase in finance 
ever known. 

The seven states composing Group A, 
which contain the greatest number of 
churches, the largest membersmp, and 
the greatest amount of tinance, show an 
average Ot 6/7 per cent gain Over the 
Same period of two montis One year ago. 
UI tus giOup North Carouna leaus wich 
the gicacest percentage Of incicase, Mak- 
ing aM aNeicase OL Y/ per cent. oouth 
Ca.Ouna LolOws next with /% per cent 
Merease, Georgia wilh 6% per Cent, Lol- 
lowed ciuose Dy slaDama wilh O/ per 
cent, 

in the B Group, Mississippi leads with 
aM incicdse OL ice per Cem, Lexas 1ol- 
lowing wilh a gain of O14 per cent, and 
Uiuy 4d 2 ChOde Liusd Wil dl) Icicase OL 
»/ per cent. 

in the C Group, Louisiana 
ahead Dy Making an sMeicdse OF £40 per 
Cent Over Che iccuid OF Lilie previous year. 
Virginia is second wilh a gain OF 13d 
per cent, and Uslanoma fuls a close 


surges 


Curd Wilh am incicase OL 1+ per cent, 


But now 1 am reminded of the writer 
of fieDiews when he said, “And what 
shall 4 more say, lor the time woud 
fail me to tell of Gedeon, and o1 Barak, 
and Of Samson, and Of jepntnae; or Va- 
vid aisO, and Samuel and OF the pioph- 
ets; Who through taith, subdued king- 


General Overseer 


doms, wrought righteousness, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
etc. Time would fail me, too, to tell of 
Groups D, E, F, and G, which have 
wrought almost financial miracles and 
have made commendable progress. While 
the increases in percentages are tremen- 
dously great among the smaller groups, 
the amount of finance is not so much as 
from the first groups. For instance, 
Arizona shows an increase of some 700 
per cent with a sum less than $50. 

It is most gratifying to notice that the 
Evangel subscriptions are continually 
climbing. Since the Assembly we have 
gained approximately 3,000 subscrip- 
tions; The subscriptions to the Lighted 
Pathway keep sailing higher and higher. 
Last month there were 40,000 copies 
published, and this month there will 
probably be more than that. 

Whie the tinancial stream is increas- 
ingly pouring into the treasuries, the 
gicat program ot the Church ot God is 
so baianced and caretully proport.oned 
until the great tlow, like a mignty irfi- 
gation system, 1s so distributed as to tur- 
nish lite-sustaiming and energizing por- 
tions to proper tieids, so that only small 
portions are retained in the reservoirs. 

Atter all, money is only a medium of 
exchange; and it 1s Obvious that our 
precious peopie preter the progress of 
the churcn an ail its various departments 
to the keeping ot the money tor them- 
selves. 

May God continue to bless the Church 
financially and, above all, spirituaily, 
until Fis coming. 








the above sister. They gave frankincense, 
A SWEEI GUM, a sacritice with a sweet 
smelling savor. it didn’t lengthen or sad- 
den their faces to give ot their gold. 
They PRESENTED it with a smile. 

A man was asked, “How much milk 
will that cow give?” The man answered, 
“She won’t give any, but a good strong 
man can take two gallons a day from 
her.” 

They presented, Why? Wise men! They 
presented myrrh, tears, not tears from 
hurt pride but tears of gratitude. Wise 
men shed tears. Tears are not a sign of 
weakness but of power and Christ-like- 
ness. Jesus wept. Love is very lovely if 
embalmed in tears. 

“‘Nabal” means “fool.” Nabal was a 
fool. Why? He refused to give, he died 
a horrible death. Read 1 Sam. 25. THE 
LORD LOVETH A GIVER, A 
CHEERFUL GIVER. 

Merry Christmas 
and a 
Happy New Year! 


God Had Need of Me Here 
OKOMO, Ind.—I praise God for the 
“ wonderful things that He has done 
for me. About three weeks ago a clot of 
blood thrown off by my heart settled 
in my leg. It didn’t get any better, but 
worse, and they asked if I would allow 
an operation as poisoning was setting in 
and I said yes. They had to operate twice 
as they didn’t get above the poison and 
they all gave me up but God still had 
need of me here and left me, for His 
promises are true. He promised me I 
would raise my children. I received the 
anointed cloth and have had it placed in 
my gown next to my arm which went 
numb not long ago and the life is com- 
ing back in it. I can use it pretty good 
again. They all gave me up—doctors, 
nurses and all, and_ they have told me 
since that it is just a miracle that I am 
here. May God bless you all for your 
prayers.—Mrs. Tishie Oaks, 820 S. Plate 
St. 
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Our aim, dear Lord, is the souls of men 

As we start this year anew; 

For those who have found and known you, Lord, 
Seem oh, such a pitiful few. 


DERN 
GE ve 


ped 


yy 
ak 


DER 
EX 


pe 2 


V3 “sega? — ia 
Ny The teeming millions lost in sin, fe 
aN Out there in dark despair, S 
ef Are now our chief thoughts, aims and prayers,— S| 
< We must take them the light somehow. Ky 


WE 


AY 
is) We feel the call as the fishers of old vile 
Vs When Jesus came passing by, hw) 
K How willing they dropped their nets and all By 
To follow without a sigh. ef 
v4 The time is getting late, dear Lord, A 
( And darkness is coming on; (> 
aN Our souls are anxious to get to the work by 
oA And help feed the hungry throng. , 
ar For souls are dying without knowing God, ke 
Cs] We cannot sit idly by i 
V3 And see them step off in chasms of sin, li 
& To groan and scream and cry KS 
Throughout an endless eternity x) 
" Where no hope or rescue come; ra 
\ But we must go forward and unlock the door ks 
e) That will lead them to light and home. \ 
5 i 
« O God! we humbly pray for a way (>* 
aN To enter the fields so white; a 
6) We’re willing to go, and you’ll lead us we know, S| 
v3 To the place that is needing the Light. le 


—Nadyne Clouse, Marked Tree, Ark. 
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Cleveland, Tennessee 


Dear Evangel Family: December 20, 1941 


Christmas and New Year greetings. 


It seems altogether fitting and appropriate that we should at this time send 
you these few words as a token of appreciation for your cooperation during 
the past year. Your love, fellowship of the Spirit, mutual service and cooper- 
ation as shown in your articles, reports and testimonies, have been a great in- 
spiration. It has been with your help and prayers that we have been able to 
solve the problems that have confronted us and to carry on our program. 


At this time, when we are about to celebrate the birth of the Christ as the 
greatest gift ever given to man, by the giving of gifts one to another, we offer 
as our gift to you a rededication of the services of the entire Evangel staff. 
We count it a great privilege to serve you and, in the words of the Apostle Paul, 
we are “ready to spend and be spent” for you. 


Greater problems will be ours this year than ever before, therefore greater 
cooperation and greater unity in service will be necessary. We shall be glad to 
count on you to help in every way to make the Church go. If we work together 
in this way, we can depend on the supreme helper, Jesus Christ, to make inter- 
cession for us, and with the Holy Ghost to lead us we shall know no defeat. 

In this light we send to you our season’s greetings and wish for you 
HEALTH enough to make work a pleasure, STRENGTH enough to overcome 
difficulties, HOPE enough to be confident of the future, FAITH enough to 
make real the things of God, LOVE enough to see good in our neighbor, PA- 
TIENCE enough to toil until good is accomplished, and perhaps of greatest im- 
portance, PEACE undisturbed by the calamity and conflagration of war. 


Sincerely, 
Your Publishing House. 
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